On

April 17th, 2011, I performed a wedding ceremony for a beautiful couple at the historic
"Inn at Woodstock Hill”, a lovely spot on this planet that had it all. Romantic elegance, country charm,
gracious ambiance and tranquil beauty, all nestled in the beautiful hills of Connecticut. And what even
made it more special, is that with well close to two thousand wedding ceremonies that I've performed, I've
known the Bride that stood before me since the day she was born. I've watched her grow into a beautiful
young lady and shared many special days in her life. Oh! By the way, she’s my Granddaughter! A few
weeks later, she wrote me this note that I share with all my couples. And as a further update, I have been
blessed by becoming a Great Grandfather to her beautiful daughter, who is the apple of my eye and the
sunshine in my life!

Dear Grandpa,
When we decided to get married, we knew the true heart and focus for us would be the
ceremony. Initially, I felt so honestly overwhelmed by so much of what we laughingly called the
“wedding industrial complex” and all the unnecessary distractions and drama that wedding
planning unfortunately but inevitably brings. We wanted to stay with the true meaning of the
day. We wanted words that merged our two lives and brought eternal symbols and rituals to
life in a solemn, but joyous way. We wanted something simple, elegant, and deeply meaningful.
And that is exactly what you provided.
As a writer and teacher, I searched through many, many stacks of books trying to find the right
words to pledge a lifetime to another person. You told me you had it all set and ready, and not
to worry or stress. Finally, I had the faith to believe you and trust your experience and drop my
intimidating task. After all, I had seen you perform ceremonies for other couples and each time
was wonderful and flawless. I put my books away and left it up to you. I’m glad I did. Your
ceremony is just the right balance of humorous and sentimental. It is exactly on the mark.
The funny thing is, many of the words spoken were exactly some of the things I stumbled across
and loved the very most. Certain lines of poems and sayings that were exactly what I had found
and underlined were weaved together with a masterful touch. It’s really as though you read our
minds and found the wise words about the sacred commitment and unparalleled love marriage
brings. You did all the work finding the right words so we could simply focus on the experience
itself. I am so grateful for that.
You said everything we wanted you to say and much more. Your engaging, rich voice and
touching sentiments brought tears of emotion to guests we know well and even to strangers
witnessing the truth and beauty of your words. To listen to you speak about love is
transformative and resonates with every person present. We were so touched and moved by
the magic of your ceremony and so was everyone joining us in a perfect moment of connection
and bliss.
We have and we will reflect back often to the meaningful words spoken and revel in the
powerful and transformative ceremony you created. You helped us focus on the true purpose
of the day: to connect our lives and pause to be grateful and celebrate the love that holds our
families together.
Love Always,
Nicole and Josh

